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GMACtakes made-in-India
B-school test international

US-headquartered body that conducts GMAT exam to introduce test in 18 countries
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raduate  Manage-
ment Admission
Council (GMAC), the
US-headquartered
body thatconducts the
popular graduate management
admission test (GMAT) exam, will
introduce a Made-in-India B-school
assessment testin 18 countries.

GMAC had bought NMAT from
anIndianbusinessschool to localize
its test and assessment facility four
yearsago, and hasnow takenit to12
emerging economies in South Asia,
South-East Asia and Alrica. By the
end of 2019, it plans to launch it in
six more countries in Asia, Africa
and parts of Europe.

“NMAT by GMAC for us repre-
sent globalization of a high quality
management assessment test. A
Madein India B-school testhasgone
global,” said Sangeet Chowlla,
elobal president and chiel execu-
tive, GMAC.

In an interview, Chowlla said
while GMAT will remain a global

B-school test, NMAT by
GMAC  will be increasingly

expanded tonew geograph-
ies, as it suits the need of
emerging economies.

He said the move will
directly benefit Indian
B-schools in bringing for-
eign students and making
India a study-abroad desti-

inIndia

GMAC bought
B-school entrance
NMAT in 2015 to
localize its offering

Sangeet Chowfla, global president and chief executive of GMAC.

key, Indonesia, Malaysiaand Egvpt.
“Wewanted todevelop, localise and
spread the computer adaptive
entrance test (NMAT by GMAC)
fromIndia, and withinyearsitsget-
ting the traction,” Chowl{laadded.
3ut, how does it work? NMAT is

scoreissent loagroupofcandidates
chosen B-Schools globally.
Chowtla said there was growing
demand for non-engineer and
female candidates in B-schools as
they add to the diversity of cam-
puses, and makes the learning proc-

WIDENING THE TALENT POOL

GMAC will take
NMAT to South
Africa, Indonesia,
Turkey, Malaysia
and Nigeria

FLEXIBILITY, along

with a longer testing

window, willimprove
the entrance exam's

acceptance

GLOBAL

to bring foreign

acceptance of the
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students to India
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Chowllasaid that there wasa per-
ception that the best B-schools are
onlyin developed economies. That
has changed—now both B-schools
and students have globalized.

For example, India has a host ol
2ood B-schools. Their global repu-
tationis growing andhasthe
potential to attract thou-
sandsof foreign students, he
said.

“Through NMAT we
want to be a matchmaker
betweenstudents and man-
agement schools in India

nation for students from
mid-income countries in Asia,
Alrica and parts of Europe.

The testisnowoflered in 12 coun-
triesincluding South Africa, Philip-
pinesand Nigeria, and by theend of
2019, it will be introduced in Tur-

used toselect students for B-school
admissions at a lower price point
than GMAT. Its conducted over a
90-day test window. A candidate
can appear more than once during
the testing period and the best test

ess more rounded. Since, NMAT is
giving alot of flexibility in terms of
timing, exam retake and choice of
school, nearly 43% of test takers
were women, and almost half of
them were non-engineers.

and other emerging econo-
mies.”

Indiaisaiming toattract 200,000
foreign students to its colleges and
universities,or more than [our times
the current number by around
18,0001n 2017-18.



